The Washing 


Prices may vary in areas outside metropolitan Washington. 


ton Post 


SU Vi V2 V3 V4 


LED Cloudy 45/35 ¢ Tomorrow: Partly sunny 38/30 B6 


Democracy Dies in Darkness 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2017 - $2 


ABBAS MOMANI/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES 


A protester engulfed in flames runs during clashes with Israeli troops at a protest near Ramallah in the West Bank against the U.S. 
recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Gaza-based Hamas urged followers to launch a third intifada, or uprising, against Israel. 


Palestinians, Israeli troops clash over U.S. stance 


BY LOVEDAY MORRIS 
AND RUTH EGLASH 


RAMALLAH, WEST BANK — Pales- 
tinian protesters and Israeli sol- 
diers clashed Thursday in Jeru- 
salem, Ramallah and other plac- 
es in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, with some demonstrators 
burning American flags and post- 
ers of President Trump a day after 
he sided with Israel by announc- 
ing U.S. recognition of Jerusalem 
as its capital. 

But at nightfall, after the skir- 
mishes died down, the region was 
bracing for worse. 

More than 100 people were 
injured Thursday, according to 


Region braces for more 
violence after Trump’s 
decision on Jerusalem 


the Palestine Red Crescent, de- 
spite the deployment of several 
extra battalions of Israeli troops. 
The critical test comes Friday, 
when larger demonstrations are 
expected as crowds leave 
mosques after the weekly noon 
prayers. 

In Gaza, the Islamist move- 
ment Hamas urged its followers 
to ignite a third intifada, or upris- 


ing, against Israel. The Palestin- 
ian Authority called for a general 
strike. Shops were shuttered in 
Jerusalem’s Old City. 

Trump’s announcement on 
Wednesday that he would move 
the U.S. Embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem and his declaration 
that the United States recognizes 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital re- 
versed a decades-old U.S. policy. 
But the status of the city — holy to 
Christians, Muslims and Jews 
and struggled over for millennia 
— is a deeply charged issue that 
resonates beyond the conflict be- 
tween Israelis and Palestinians. 

The backlash rippled across 
the wider region, with hundreds 


of demonstrators gathering out- 
side the U.S. Embassy in neigh- 
boring Jordan holding placards 
reading “Decision Rejected” and 
“No to U.S. arrogance.” Criticisms 
continued to flow in from govern- 
ments in the Middle East, Europe 
and beyond, with U.S. friends and 
adversaries alike voicing disap- 
proval and alarm. 

Turkey’s president predicted 
that the region would ignite in a 
“ring of fire? while European 
leaders reiterated their opposi- 
JERUSALEM CONTINUED ON A14 


Allies and foes of U.S. react 
The president’s Jerusalem 
decision is widely rejected. A14 


As allegations 
srow, Franken 
says he'll quit 


REP. FRANKS (R-ARIZ.) ALSO STEPPING DOWN 


Democrats seek to get ahead of harassment issue 


BY Ep O'KEEFE 
AND ELISE VIEBECK 


Sen. Al Franken (D-Minn.) on 
Thursday announced that he will 
resign amid multiple allegations 
that he touched women inappro- 
priately, a stunning political fall 
at a time when the issue of sexual 
harassment has exploded on 
Capitol Hill and enveloped both 
parties. 

Yielding to pressure from oth- 
er Democrats, Franken will now 
prepare to end a career that 
seemed just to be hitting its 
stride as he was emerging as a 
potent voice challenging the 
Trump administration — and 
was being seen as a potential 
presidential candidate in 2020. 

Also Thursday, Republican 
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Sen. Franken’s star was rising. 


Rep. Trent Franks of Arizona 
announced he was resigning af- 
ter House officials learned that 
he had asked two staffers to bear 
his child as a surrogate. And the 
House Ethics Committee an- 
nounced it has established an 
investigative subcommittee to 

FRANKEN CONTINUED ON A6 


CONGRESS DEBRIEF KAREN TUMULTY 


Democrats targeting Franken 
set sights on Trump, Moore 


It seems like a distant memory 
now, but Al Franken’s arrival in 
the U.S. Senate eight years ago 
marked the very moment when 
Democrats’ control of 
Washington reached its highest 
point in a generation. 

After an eight-month recount, 
the onetime “Saturday Night 
Live” star had been declared the 
narrow winner of the 2008 
election in Minnesota — and 
Democrats, who also held the 


House and the White House, had 
gained the 60th Senate vote they 
needed to push their agenda 
through without fear of a 
filibuster. 

Franken’s announced 
departure Thursday, amid 
allegations of sexual misconduct, 
came at another inflection point 

DEBRIEF CONTINUED ON A4 


Ariz. lawmaker to resign: Staffers 
say Franks sought surrogate. A4 


IUs a bitcoin 
frenzy. But as 
value soars, 
so do doubts. 


BY RENAE MERLE 


Bitcoin soared past the $17,000 
mark on Thursday, a dizzying run 
for a digital currency that was 
worth less than $1,000 at the start 
of the year and was once largely 
the preoccupation of technolo- 
gists or those looking to avoid 
scrutiny to launder money or buy 
drugs and weapons online. 

The fast rise — it has gone up 
more than 40 percent this week 
alone — is creating a buying fren- 
zy among eager speculators 
around the world and helping 
push bitcoin into the main- 
stream. Itis also forcing U.S. regu- 
lators to grapple with whether to 
legitimize a product that operates 
outside the control of any govern- 
ment or financial institution. 

The run-up in price comes as 
bitcoin enthusiasts prepare to 

BITCOIN CONTINUED ON A17 


For black Mississippians, ‘Trump’s visit 


BY MARC FISHER 


JACKSON, Miss. — The presi- 
dent is coming to America’s poor- 
est, blackest state to open a civil 
rights museum on Saturday, and 
people in the neighborhoods sur- 
rounding that gleaming tribute to 
the past would rather have Donald 
Trump visit their present. 

“Its hostile now, more hostile 
than ina long, long time,” said Pete 
McElroy, who employs three men 
at the auto repair shop that has 
been his family’s business for 
three generations. “People almost 
boast about it: We got our man in 
the White House, and this is the 
way the ball’s going to roll now. ” 

Three miles from the Mississip- 
pi Civil Rights Museum, over rut- 
ted roads, past littered lots, aban- 
doned houses, and shuttered 
plants and warehouses, McElroy, 
69, and other black residents of 
this struggling capital city say that 
after nearly a year of the Trump 
presidency, they have a definitive 

VISIT CONTINUED ON A19 


A voter pitch: In Ala., Doug Jones 
frames race as moral choice. A10 
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stirs anger 


CAROLYN VAN HOUTEN/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Pete McElroy’s auto repair shop in Jackson, Miss., bears a message honoring the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. President Trump will be in town Saturday for the opening of a civil rights museum. 


Danger is 
‘extreme’ as 
wind propels 
fires in Calif. 


BY SCOTT WILSON 
AND MARK BERMAN 


CARPINTERIA, CALIF. — Fire con- 
tinued to tear across Southern 
California on Thursday, sur- 
rounding communities and 
shrouding much of the region in 
searing flame and thick, choking 
smoke. 

And where there was no fire, 
there was fear. 

Fear of what could come next as 
wildfires ravaged the state for a 
fourth day. Fear of what could 
happen if the winds shifted, if the 
flames moved, if new blazes 
erupted and were strengthened 
by the powerful gusts already fu- 
eling the infernos burning across 
the region. 

Tens of thousands of people 
fled their homes, running from 
fires without any idea of when 
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